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learn one English word after another as he had
learned Chinese, mastering thousands upon thou-
sands of different pictural emblems. By some
miraculous method, each word in English could
be broken up into parts called letters and saved to
be used again in making up another word in a
most wondrous fashion. It was like eating your
cake and still having it. Ah! here was the begin-
ning of the "clearer life."

In addition to this great boon of the alphabet
he found there was a great advantage in being able
to reason out the words. There was no reason in
a Chinese ideograph. It was just a fanciful sug-
gestion of a picture, which had to be most care-
fully considered in all its arbitrary details in con-
nection with the radicals.

The discovery that English could thus be so
easily acquired brought great joy to Wen, and Ms
progress was most rapid in reading and writing
English, Then came arithmetic; and his keen
young mind, with memory sharpened in the Choy
Hung School, made easy progress. Intuitively
he had disciplined his mind in the Blue Valley
school, and this discipline was now his boon.

But in the midst of his joy in the ease of ac-
quiring knowledge through the "clearer life,"
there came a most excruciating period. The nov-
elty of his appearance (with his Blue Valley gown
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